
A Wodehouse Timeline 
 

1881 October 15. Pelham Grenville Wodehouse is born to Eleanor Deane Wodehouse at 1 
Ash Vale Place (now 59 Epsom Road), Guildford, the third of four brothers.  

1882 When Pelham (who becomes known as “Plum”) is nine months old, his mother takes 
him out to Hong Kong, where his father, Henry Ernest Wodehouse, is a magistrate. 

1883 Eleanor brings Plum back to England, where he joins his brothers Peveril (b. 1877) and 
Armine (b. 1879) in the care of a governess in Bath. 

1886 Ernest and Eleanor return to England for a year. 
1887 The three Wodehouse brothers are sent to the Chalet School in Croydon. 
1890 Plum is sent to Elizabeth College in Guernsey and then, early in 1891, to Malvern 

House near Dover, Kent. Eleanor is in England at this time; she is joined by Ernest for 
eight months. 

1892 A fourth son, Richard, is born to Eleanor and Ernest. 
 Armine Wodehouse enters Dulwich College. 
1894  Plum enters Dulwich College. His report on “Junior Club Matches” is published in the 

school magazine, The Alleynian. 
1898 Ernest retires; he and Eleanor return to England. After renting a house in Dulwich for a 

short period, they take a lease on the Old House, Stableford, Shropshire, the next year. 
Plum joins them there for school holidays. 

1900 Plum plays for the Dulwich College rugby First XV and cricket First XI. He also 
becomes an editor of The Alleynian, to which he has been a prolific contributor. He 
receives 10/6d from the Public School Magazine for “Some Aspects of Game-
Captaincy.” 

 July. P. G. Wodehouse graduates from Dulwich College but does not go up to Oxford 
University as he had expected because the family finances would not permit it. 

 September. Plum is found a place at the Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank in Lombard 
Street, London. He takes lodgings in Markham Square, Chelsea. 

  November. His first humorous article, “Men Who Have Missed Their Own Weddings,” 
appears in Tit-Bits.  

1902 Wodehouse’s parents leave Shropshire and move to Cheltenham. About this time, he 
takes lodgings at 23 Walpole Street, Chelsea.  

 September. Wodehouse leaves the bank and becomes a freelance professional writer. His 
first article for Punch and first novel, The Pothunters, a school story, are published. (He 
will publish six more school novels until his last, Mike, in 1909.) 

1903 Plum secures the position of assistant on the By The Way column of The Globe evening 
newspaper. He plays for the Authors’ cricket team with Arthur Conan Doyle & E. W. 
Hornung. 

  Late in the year, Herbert Westbrook arrives with a letter of introduction and invites 
Wodehouse to stay at Emsworth House School. 



1904 Wodehouse spends his annual leave on a short visit to New York. Upon his return, he 
rents “Threepwood” in Emsworth.  

 August. Wodehouse becomes editor of By The Way column at £5 a week.  
 December. He writes the lyric for “Put Me In My Little Cell” for the show Sergeant 

Brue, the first of hundreds of lyrics he would write over the next thirty years.  
1905  July. First story in Strand magazine, “The Wirepullers.” 

1906 March. Actor-manager Seymour Hicks engages Wodehouse to write topical lyrics. PGW 
meets Jerome Kern for the first time.  

 June. Plum’s first adult novel, Love Among the Chickens, is published.  
1907 December. The Gaiety Theatre engages Wodehouse as lyricist. 
1909 May. Second visit to New York; PGW sells two magazines stories at $500 and resigns 

from The Globe. 
  September. Mike, which introduces Rupert Psmith, is published in the U.K. 
1910 Wodehouse returns to England in February, sails again to New York in March, then back 

to England in May. There will be many further trips to and from the U.S. 
1911 August 24. A Gentleman of Leisure, Wodehouse’s first play, opens in New York.  
1913 The Wodehouse-Westbrook play Brother Alfred flops in London. (It will be turned into a 

movie nearly 20 years later.) 
1914 August 1. Wodehouse arrives in New York; two days later, he meets widow Ethel 

Wayman (née Newton; b. 1885). 
  September 30. Plum and Ethel marry at the Little Church Around the Corner, New York. 

They subsequently rent a house at Bellport, Long Island. A bonus comes with the 
marriage: Ethel’s daughter, Leonora (b. 1905). 

1915 Wodehouse becomes drama critic for Vanity Fair (U.S.) magazine. 
 March 1. The film of A Gentleman of Leisure, made in the USA, is released. 
1915 June 26. The serialization of Something Fresh begins in the Saturday Evening Post.  
1915 September 18. Jeeves makes his first appearance in “Extricating Young Gussie.” 

1916 September 25. The Bolton, Wodehouse, & Kern musical Miss Springtime opens at the 
Princess Theatre in New York.  

1917  The “trio of musical fame” continue their success with Have a Heart; Oh, Boy!; Leave It 
to Jane; The Riviera Girl; and Miss 1917. 

1918 Oh, Lady! Lady!!, See You Later, The Girl Behind the Gun, The Canary, and Oh, My 
Dear! all do well in New York. 

 The Wodehouses move to Great Neck, Long Island; he plays golf at the Sound View 
course. 

1919 Wodehouse returns to London and then back to New York before Christmas. He will 
travel between the two cities frequently for the next ten years. 

1922 September 19. The Cabaret Girl, written with George Grossmith, Jr., opens in London. 



1923 To Easthampton, Long Island, for six months, then he returns to England. 
 September 5. The Beauty Prize opens in London. 
1924 The Wodehouses visit Paris and Harrogate, then take a house in Gilbert Street, London. 
 December. First visit to Hunstanton Hall, Norfolk, for Christmas. 
1926 More visits to Hunstanton Hall. 
 December. The Wodehouses move to 17 Norfolk Street (now Dunraven Street). 
1929 May 27. Plum’s father, Henry Ernest Wodehouse, dies at Bexhill-on-Sea. 
 September 30. Wodehouse’s play Candle-Light opens in New York.  
 November. Wodehouse makes a short visit to Hollywood and agrees to a contract for 

one year with MGM. 
1930 May 8. Wodehouse and Leonora arrive in Hollywood. 
1931 June 7. Interview with Wodehouse appears in the Los Angeles Times. In it, he says he 

was paid $104,000 for not doing much. 
 September. Wodehouse returns to London, rents 19 Grosvenor Mews. 
1932 The Wodehouses rent a house near Cannes for a year. 
 December 12. Leonora Wodehouse marries Peter Cazalet. 
1934 March 31. Sheran Cazalet is born. 
 June. Plum and Ethel move to Le Touquet in France.  
 August. Wodehouse rents Low Wood, Le Touquet, which he will buy a year later. 
1936 April 26. Edward Cazalet is born. 
 October 9. Plum’s brother Armine dies. 
 October 10. Wodehouse returns to Hollywood on contract to MGM. 
1937 May. He adapts A Damsel in Distress for the screen. 
1937 November. Returns to Low Wood. 
1939 June 21. Wodehouse is made Honorary Doctor of Literature by Oxford University.  
 July. He visits Dulwich for the last time to watch a cricket match. 
 September. World War II begins; period known as the “Phony War.” British residents in 

northern France are advised to stay where they are. 
1940 May. As German armored divisions sweep through northern France, the Wodehouses 

make two failed attempts to escape. The Germans occupy Le Touquet. This same 
month, Plum’s brother Richard dies. 

 July. Wodehouse is taken with other British males to the prison at Loos, then to Liege, 
then to Huy, and finally to a former lunatic asylum at Tost in Upper Silesia. (Ethel is 
evicted from Low Wood and left to look after herself in France.) 

1941 June 21. With his 60th birthday approaching later in the year, Wodehouse is released 
and taken to the Adlon Hotel, Berlin, where he meets two prewar acquaintances, one of 
whom now works for the German Foreign Office. It is suggested that Wodehouse should 
give some talks on radio to America. He goes on to make five recordings. 



1941 July 15. On the BBC, William O’Connor broadcasts an attack on Wodehouse, accusing 
him of being a traitor. This will cast a shadow over Wodehouse for the rest of his life. 

 July 27. Ethel arrives in Berlin, having traveled alone (with her dog) by train from 
occupied France. 

1943 September 7. The Wodehouses are allowed to leave for Paris. 
1944 May 16. Leonora dies. The Wodehouses do not hear of it till September.  
 September 9. Major Cussen of MI5 begins his interrogation of Wodehouse.  
 November 23. Cussen’s report clears Wodehouse sufficiently for the Director of Public 

Prosecutions to say prosecution would not be justified. However, the episode will haunt 
Wodehouse for the rest of his life. 

1947 April 26. The Wodehouses arrive in New York. 
1948 September 2. Don’t Listen, Ladies!, written under the pseudonym of Stephen Powys 

with Guy Bolton, opens at St James’s Theatre, London. 
1949 The Wodehouses move into the penthouse at 1000 Park Avenue, New York City. 
1951 November 26. Wodehouse’s brother Peveril dies. 
1952 June. While visiting Guy and Virginia Bolton at Remsenburg, Long Island, Ethel 

Wodehouse buys a house on Basket Neck Lane, two miles away. For the next three 
years, the Wodehouses spend the summers there and winters at Park Avenue. 

1953 July. Wodehouse renews his association with Punch in a series of articles. 
1955 April. The Wodehouses move permanently to Basket Neck Lane, Remsenburg. 
 December 16. Wodehouse becomes an American citizen. 
1961 Wodehouse is lauded by fellow writers, including Evelyn Waugh, on the occasion of his 

80th birthday. 
1965 May. The World of Wooster (TV) series begins, with Ian Carmichael and Dennis Price.  
1967 February. The BBC begins airing Blandings Castle, a TV series starring Ralph 

Richardson as Lord Emsworth. 
1967 The P. G. Wodehouse Animal Shelter opens in Remsenburg. (It is now a Bide-aWee 

shelter.) 
1971 October 15. More tributes as Wodehouse turns 90. 
1974 Aunts Aren’t Gentlemen, Wodehouse’s last complete novel, is published. 
 June 9. The pilot episode of Wodehouse Playhouse, “The Reverent Wooing of 

Archibald,” airs as part of Comedy Playhouse on the BBC. 
1975 January 1. Wodehouse receives a knighthood (apparently at the urging of a major fan, 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother).  
 February 14. Sir Pelham Grenville Wodehouse dies at Southampton Hospital with a 

manuscript beside him, his pipe and tobacco pouch in his hands.  



1975 April. The first series of Wodehouse Playhouse begins airing, with introductions to each 
episode presented by Wodehouse himself, recorded in January. (Series 2 will air in 
1976, series 3 in 1978.) 

1978 Sunset at Blandings, the unfinished work Wodehouse was working on when he died, is 
published; it is annotated by Richard Usborne.  

1980 The Cussen Report exonerating Wodehouse of any wrongdoing during the war is finally 
released to the public. 

1984 October 6. Ethel Wodehouse dies. 
1990 April. The first season of the BBC television series Jeeves and Wooster, starting Stephen 

Fry and Hugh Laurie, debuts. There will be a total of four seasons and 23 episodes 
before the popular series ends in June 1993. 

1994 May 1. At the Little Church Around the Corner in New York City, members of The 
Wodehouse Society dedicate a plaque installed to commemorate Plum and Ethel’s 
marriage there. 

2012 The Wodehouse Society erects a marker honoring PGW beside the church in 
Remsenburg where Plum and Ethel are buried, just up the road from their house. 
Members from around the world convene on April 22 for the dedication. 

2019 The P. G. Wodehouse Collection at Vanderbilt University, a TWS project led by Anita 
Avery, is officially established, with donations of Wodehouse books, magazines, and 
ephemera from members around the globe. 
September 20. The P G Wodehouse Society (UK) unveils and dedicates a memorial 
stone for P. G. Wodehouse at Westminster Abbey, near Poets’ Corner. 
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